
CONSTRUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES 

To build factories and storage warehouses for supplies, as 
well as housing for troops, 200,000 workmen in the United 
States were kept continuously occupied for the period of the 
war. The force of workers on this single activity was larger 
than the total strength of both southern and northern armies 
in the Battle o f Gettysburg. The types of construction in-

M a p 7.—Construction projects of the Army in the United States. 

eluded cement piers and warehouses, equipment for proving 
grounds, plants for making powder and explosives, repair 
shops, power plants, roads, and housing for troops. Building 
was required in every State o f the Union, as shown in map 7. 
Each dot represents a construction project. 

The region o f greatest activity was the Northeast, at once 
the most densely populated section and the center of muni
tions production. 

Housing constructed had a capacity of 1,800,000 men, or 
more than the entire population of Philadelphia. The opera
tions of the Construction Division constituted what was proba
bly the largest contracting business ever handled in one office. 

The total expenditures in this enterprise to November 11, 


